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Please take a moment to think  
about your impact on the 

environment. Could you take public  
transport?  Walk a bit, cycle or reduce 
your mileage and achieve the same 

result? Why not use a ferry, a train or a 
bus to get you to your destination and 

also save on parking charges? 

We love this area and we want to keep 
 it that way by offering sustainable 
tourism. Just think what could be 

achieved if everyone had one car free 
day during their visit to Devon!
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WELCOME TO SOUTH DEVON
South Devon is a wonderful area to visit whether you are interested in 
walking, biking, crabbing, swimming or just chilling out. There are the 
moors to the north and stunning beaches, coastal paths and estuaries 
to the south. 

Many of the towns and villages retain their bygone charm and with the 
picturesque and sometimes narrow country lanes the easy option for many is 
to use public transport. Leave the car at home and go on a real adventure - it’s 
amazing what sights and scenes you will see when you’re sitting on an open 
top bus, a boat or a train (especially a steam train!). It’s also fantastic to see 
the variety of wildlife along the way from gannets and dolphins, kingfishers, 
seals and osprey (if you’re lucky!) on a river boat trip on the Dart. There really is 
something for everyone in this most beautiful of counties.
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25 things to do in South Devon

BUCKET LIST
 Take the steam train from Paignton to 
Kingswear for Dartmouth and walk along the 
embankment for great estuary views

 Go crabbing in Dartmouth
 Explore the Dartington Estate – the formal gardens 
have a Henry Moore sculpture and a kids trail.

 Take in a glorious sunrise or sunset on Paignton 
Beach!

 Visit the quirky town of Totnes

 Discover the lighthouse, fort and nature reserve 
at Berry Head, Brixham

 Visit the Newcomen Engine in the Dartmouth 
Visitor Centre, the oldest preserved working 
steam engine in the world

 The health benefits of a wild swim are well 
known, so take the plunge and dip into the cool, 
clear waters of the River Dart on a summer's day!

 Take a trip on the historic paddle steamer 
“Kingswear Castle”

 Take the beautiful walk from Kingswear to 
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Greenway along the banks of the river Dart
 Take the Dittisham ferry between Dartmouth 
and Dittisham - it’s a wonderful ride!

 Take the coastal path from Brixham to Kingswear  
for an exhilarating walk! 

 Fly a kite at Goodrington Sands
 Beach BBQ
 Visit the viewing platform at Brixham harbour 
and watch the busy comings and goings of the 
fishing fleet

 Try dolphin spotting on a Western Lady Ferry 
between Torquay & Brixham

 Enjoy a footplate experience on Dartmouth 
Steam Railway

 Rockpool at Broadsands
 Award winning fish & chips by the sea or riverfront
 Visit the famous Brixham Pirate Festival. Great 
fun, but pirates are spotted all year round too! 

 Have a sandcastle building competition on 
Paignton or Goodrington beach

 Book your tickets early for the multi award 
winning Train of Lights from Paignton 

 Visit the English Heritage Dartmouth Castle – a 
short and beautiful walk from Dartmouth town

 	Go wildlife spotting on a River Dart cruise 
 Take a ride on the Devon Belle observation 
carriage (one of only two in the world) on 
Dartmouth Steam Railway

4 5



76

The Round Robin is the best way to explore South Devon! You visit the quaint 
towns of Paignton, Dartmouth and Totnes travelling on a steam train, a river boat 
and a bus. Sit back and enjoy the scenery and the Dartmouth Steam Railway & 
River Boat Co will take care of the rest. This award winning ticket is a favourite 
with young and old.

TOTNES

PAIGNTON

RIVER BOAT ROUTE

STEAM TRAIN ROUTE

BUS ROUTE

DARTMOUTH KINGSWEAR

ROUND R    BIN 
CIRCULAR TOUR

THE FAMOUS

1. Choose your departure point (Paignton, 
Dartmouth, Totnes)

2.	Check the sailing times between Dartmouth 
and Totnes (and vice versa) See pages  
74-76  for timetable

3.	Work out your preferred connecting train  
(allow 30 mins to cross from Kingswear to 
Dartmouth and vice versa)

4. If this doesn’t work for you try taking the 
route the other way around...

Below is a map of where to catch the Round 
Robin Bus at Paignton Bus Station (Stand 4)

 
The River Dart is tidal and we have to work 
around this so the boat times change daily on 
this excursion! Check times by turning to pages 
74-76 for timetables OR go online to see our 
interactive planner - use the “Book” page to 
give you the optimum route for your chosen 
day of travel OR call

01803 555872 
www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

STANDARD ROUND ROBIN
• Advance booking in high season recommended
• Allow all day parking 
• Refreshments available at all stations and on 

the boat
• Operates 31st March to 29th October inclusive
The Round Robin ticket includes all connecting 
services i.e. ferry, boat, bus and steam train. The 
times of the river cruise vary daily due to the tides. 
If you are struggling with all the timings, there is an 
itinerary planner at  
www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk where you can also 
book online, or call 01803 555872 for assistance.

ROUND R    BIN 
Working out youryour  best

Remember!

We will endeavour to provide advertised services and 
events but reserve the right to make alterations and 
cancellations without prior notice.

ROUND ROBIN

ROUND 
ROBIN BUS

Approximate Journey Times
• Steam train – c.25 minutes
• Short ferry crossing  – c.5 minutes 
• River cruise – c.90 minutes
• Bus – c.25 minutes 
Sit back and enjoy the scenery and we will take 
care of the rest. Commentary provided (river  
cruise only).

ROUND ROBIN TICKET PRICES
ADULT. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      £43.00

CHILD . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       £27.50

FAMILY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .£125.00

Under £15.00 booking fee of £2.00 charged
Over £15.01 booking fee of £4.00 charged
Booking fees are non-refundable



The award winning ticket 
in pictures!

ROUND R    BIN 

Choose your  Choose your  
own route, own route, 

starting point starting point 
and times!and times!

ROUND ROBIN

98



1110

DARTMOUTHdelightful
The town is full of history, so do take the time to explore Dartmouth’s Tudor and 
Georgian buildings including the Butterwalk (built in c.1640), Bayards Cove and 
Bayards Fort – all are within easy walking distance of the town centre.

Many local, nationally acclaimed artists 
have exhibitions hosted by the numerous 
galleries in the town. Gallery ‘open nights’ 
are a regular happening and very relaxed, 
with music and wine to help you decide 
what to take home! Wander at leisure 
through the narrow and picturesque streets, 
like Foss Street and Brown Hill Steps. With a 
wide range of independent stores shopping 
will be a delight. Market days are on both 

Tuesdays and Fridays during the warmer 
months in the Old Market Square. An 
Artisan Market is held here on the fourth 
Saturday of the month hosting a range of 
products from local craftsmen, including 
jewellery, crafts, furniture, and bespoke 
pieces.

The River Dart is always busy and attracts 
visitors worldwide with cruise ships 

regularly scheduling Dartmouth into their 
itinerary. Make sure you take time for a 
river cruise on the last remaining coal-fired 
paddle steamer Kingswear Castle, or you 
can cross the river and take the fantastic 
steam train journey to Paignton.  
dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

BEACHES IN THE AREA
One of the top things to do in Dartmouth is 
to visit one of the local beaches – some of 
the best beaches in Devon are just a short 
walk or drive from the town. Blackpool 
Sands is a particularly beautiful beach and 
has a car park plus a fantastic restaurant. 
There are numerous tiny coves and of 
course Slapton Sands, famous for its role in 
the Second World War.

DARTMOUTH CASTLE
A must see is the historic Dartmouth Castle. 
For over 600 years, the Castle has guarded 
the narrow entrance to the Dart Estuary and 
the busy, vibrant port of Dartmouth. Active 
during the Civil War until World War II, the 
castle boasts a colourful history which is 
told through displays around the fortress.  
english-heritage.org.uk/dartmouth

Take the Castle Ferry there if you are not 
feeling energetic, or go by foot – the Castle
is a 25 minute signposted walk from the 
town centre. The Castle Tea Rooms offer a 
warm welcome, a fabulous cream tea and 
outstanding views. A great place to unwind, 
particularly if you take your tea down the 
steps to Castle Cove.

DARTMOUTH  
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Butterwalk 
Ancient timber-framed 
higgledy-piggledy buildings 
which have been standing 
since the 17th century.

Kingswear Castle 
Kingswear Castle is an artillery 
fort, built between 1491-1502 
to protect Dartmouth harbour 
in response to the threat of 
French attack and was one of 
the first purpose-built artillery 
forts in Britain.

DARTMOUTH MUSEUM
Dartmouth Museum is a small, fascinating 
and interesting museum housed in an 
atmospheric old merchant’s house, built in 
approximately 1640. The Museum houses 
an extensive collection of artefacts, models, 
paintings and photographs.
devonmuseums.net/Dartmouth-Museum/
Devon-Museums/

BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE  
With an intriguing heritage spanning over 
150 years, Britannia Royal Naval College at 
Dartmouth is an essential place to visit for 
any Devon visitor with an interest in British 
history. Join the expert resident tour guides 
on a revealing voyage from past glories 
to the present day. The buildings of the 
current campus were completed in 1905 
and it is the only remaining Naval College  
in the country.  
Advance bookings only.
britanniaassociation.org.uk

BAYARDS COVE FORT 
This Tudor fort, built by the borough 
of Dartmouth between 1522 and 1536, 
contained heavy guns to protect the 
prosperous harbour town from attack. 
Occupying a terrace cut from the rocky river 
bank, Bayard’s Cove Fort is picturesquely 
sited at the entrance to Dartmouth harbour. 
english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/
bayards-cove-fort/

THE FLAVEL ARTS CENTRE 
For the very best entertainment in the South 
Hams, the Flavel arts centre houses cinema, 
theatre, library and an exhibition space 
every day - from live music and comedy, to 
lunchtime concerts and cinema. The packed 
programme is very popular with visitors and 
residents alike, of all ages. There is also a 
superb café. theflavel.org.uk  

DARTMOUTH  

Foss Street 
Wonderful & eclectic mix 
of cáfes, restaurants  
galleries, and boutiques.

Boat Float  
The name “Boat Float” came about due 
to the fact at low tide the area is a sea of 
mud which the moored boats rest on.

M
ayors  Avenue

DARTMOUTH

Dartmouth Tourist  
Information Centre
exploredartmouth.co.uk
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DARTMOUTH  

• ROUND ROBIN
• DARTMOUTH RIVER CRUISE
• DARTMOUTH – TOTNES RIVER CRUISE
• DARTMOUTH – KINGSWEAR FERRY
• STEAM TRAIN – PAIGNTON (VIA 

KINGSWEAR FERRY)
• KINGSWEAR CASTLE PADDLE STEAMER
• Dittisham Ferry
• Bus to Totnes
• Bus to Kingsbridge via Blackpool Sands

TRIPS FROM DARTMOUTH

Explore historic homes, lush gardens, 
miles of coastline and secluded sandy 
beaches in the heart of South Devon.

nationaltrust.org.uk/devon

© National Trust 2025. Registered charity no. 205846 © National Trust Images/Lauren Hutchinson

Unforgettable days out

made in South Devon

Bayards Fort and Cove (left) 
A Tudor fort built by the borough of Dartmouth 
between 1522 and 1536 contained cannons to 
protect the harbour town from attack.
Steam locomotive 4277 Hercules (below)
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33 Lower Street, Dartmouth  /   www.dudleysdartmouth.co.uk  

View our 
menu 

         Café by the Lower Ferry 

Takeaway 
Click & Collect 

Breakfast (all day), Lunch, Snacks, 
Meals, Cakes, Cream Tea,           
Hot/Cold Drinks, Licensed  

                Dudley’s Café 

DARTMOUTH  

From riverside apartments to countryside 
farmhouses, we have the perfect property for your 
next holiday or short break in the region, with over 

500 holiday homes throughout South Devon.

The South Devon  
holiday letting experts

01803 227994 | coastandcountry.co.uk
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DARTMOUTH  

KINGSWEAR CIRCULAR WALKS 
Easy grade (a little hilly/steep in places) Start/
finish in Kingswear • Pushchair & dog friendly • 
Refreshments – Kingswear Station  
This is a delightful, circular and varied walk. 
Starting along the banks of the lower Dart, then 
heading inland, gaining height as you walk. As 
you enter Hoodown Wood there are great views of 
Dartmouth and Old Mill Creek. You then descend 
to the head of Waterhead Creek before walking 
through Darthaven Marina and on past the railway 
station. (Map also shows an extension to Coleton 
Fishacre – a more challenging section!)

DARTMOUTH CASTLE WALK
Approx 1 mile • Easy grade  

Pushchair & dog friendly 
Refreshments – Castle Tea Rooms 

This is a great little walk for the whole family - 
either walk both ways or catch the Castle Ferry 

from the South Embankment which drops you at 
the ancient steps below the church of St Petrox. 
The English Heritage castle is well worth a visit 

as are the Castle Tea Rooms! Once you have 
seen everything you can meander back along the 

riverbank via Warfleet Creek and Bayards Cove 
and take in the stunning views towards Britannia 
Royal Naval College and all the brightly coloured 

houses across the water in Kingswear.

South Devon is pure holiday paradise. At its heart you’ll find Torbay – a family 
friendly resort with great beaches, attractions and eateries. In the beautiful 
South Hams, you’ll discover yachting havens, prime surf beaches with villages 
and historic homes straight out of an Agatha Christie murder mystery. There 
are also some absolutely tremendous places to eat and stay, and plenty of 
activities: kayak up the river Dart; catch crabs on a harbour wall; or go barefoot 
beachcombing on a huge sweep of sand. 

Whatever you choose to do, you’ll experience a brilliant coastal adventure!

OUT & ABOUT
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Paignton Beach Dartmouth Beach

Goodrington Sands Broadsands

NEARBY BEACHES  
South Devon has some of the best beaches in England – crystal clear waters, 
large sandy beaches and beautiful secluded coves.   With more than 120 miles of 
stunning coastline South Devon has over 50 beaches just waiting to be explored 
and enjoyed. Kids and families will love the sandy beaches where you can spend 
hours building sandcastles and discovering creatures in rock pools and there are 
sailing, surfing, kayaking and paddleboarding to get you out on the water. 

Many of the beaches in South Devon are dog friendly (some all year round and 
some just in the winter). If you want to get out and explore the coastline, take a 
walk along The South West Coast Path, which will take you along the stunning 
panoramic sweep of coast, and also allow access to some hidden coves and 
beaches. (Lifeguards are in attendance at some beaches in peak season –  
please check with local information centres).
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Dartmouth  
      RIVER CRUISE 
The Dartmouth River Cruise, which is usually operated by the historic paddle steamer 
Kingswear Castle (summer months) and the Dart Explorer, is one of the most popular 
cruises - it’s easy to see why, it is amazing how much is packed into the trip! 

The relaxing cruise takes in such sights as 
the Britannia Royal Naval College (where 
Queen Elizabeth II met Prince Philip for 
the first time), the old boatyard of Philip 
& Son (the boatyard that built the paddle 
steamer Kingswear Castle – and now under 
redevelopment), the boathouse of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, Greenway House & Garden (the 
home of Dame Agatha Christie), glimpses 
of the pretty Devon village of Dittisham and 
the Anchor Stone. You might also see the 

steam railway through the trees of Long 
Wood (and, if you are lucky, a steam train 
passing over Greenway Viaduct), the 
Higher Car ferry, Bayards Cove, the 
Dartmouth Mermaid, Dartmouth and 
Kingswear Castles and the harbour entrance.

Wherever possible, this lovely trip will be on 
the iconic paddle steamer Kingswear Castle 
– the serene passage through the water 
makes this trip extra special.

Approx 1 hour • Non-landing cruise  
Cruises depart Dartmouth daily  
11:15, 12:30, 13:45 & 15:30.
Lovely views of the estate of Dame Agatha 
Christie, Bayards Cove, Dittisham, Dartmouth 
Castle, Britannia Royal Naval College,  
Sir Walter Raleigh’s Boathouse and  
Greenway Quay.

RIVER CRUISE PRICES
ADULT  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £13.00
CHILD (3-15YRS)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 £11.00
FAMILY (2 AD+3 CH)  . . . . . . . . . . . .            £42.00

DARTMOUTH  
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Under £15.00 booking fee of £2.00 charged
Over £15.01 booking fee of £4.00 charged
Booking fees are non-refundable
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DITTISHAM the perfect  
riverside village 

The pretty village of Dittisham is the perfect place to visit from Dartmouth, a ferry 
service links the two destinations, so hop aboard and enjoy your journey on the 
beautiful River Dart. Dittisham has excellent walks, spectacular views and arguably 
the best line-crabbing in Devon. Lunch at the Ferry Boat Inn or pop into the friendly 
Red Lion pub, alternatively sample great seafood al fresco at the Anchorstone Café. 

DITTISHAM FERRIES
The best way of getting to ‘Ditsum’ (as it 
is known locally) is by the red and yellow 
Dittisham Ferries, look out for Carlina and 
Sandpiper. The ferry from Dartmouth takes 
about 30 minutes and is a delightful cruise 
with lots to see along the way – an entirely 
different experience from that gained on 
bigger vessels. These smaller boats are 
the only ones that can land at Dittisham 
pontoon opposite Greenway Quay.  
Call 07818 001108 or 07907 528 201 to book

DITTISHAM
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TORQUAY gateway to the
English Riviera 

Torquay is the largest of the triangle of towns that make up Torbay – the other two  
being Brixham and Paignton. It has beautiful gardens along the seafront and the 
famous Rock Walk where spectacular views will reward you when you reach the 
top of the winding pathway and steps. 

Torquay offers fantastic all year round 
holidays for everyone, is home to  
beautiful beaches such as Babbacombe 
and cliffside Oddicombe and stunning 
countryside, and is within a UNESCO-
recognised Global Geopark. The Harbour 
near the town centre offers shops, cafes 
and a marina. 

TORQUAY’S ATTRACTIONS 
Torquay is lucky to host a huge observation 
wheel during the summer months – it is the 
same wheel that graces Hyde Park in London 
for the Winter Wonderland attraction!

Kents Cavern is an extensive labyrinth of 
stone age caves which offers tours and 

hands-on activities, making it great for both 
kids and adults. 
Fans of (fun!) history will also enjoy the 
Victorian stroll through Bygone’s.
Babbacombe Model Village has to be 
experienced for the detail and thought 
that’s gone into it – and because even the 
smallest child gets to feel like a giant there!
Torre Abbey, a monastery founded in 1196, 
has art galleries and extensive gardens 
featuring potent plants from local writer 
Agatha Christie’s novels.

AGATHA CHRISTIE
Torquay is the birthplace of crime writer 
Agatha Christie, and the whole resort is 
mecca for fans of her work. Christie buffs 
can walk the Agatha Christie Mile, visit 
Princess Pier (a favourite spot of Agatha’s 

for roller-skating in her youth - and built in 
the same year she was born) and follow the 
Agatha Christie Literary Trail.
 
WATERSPORTS
Think of the Devon coast and of course 
you think of watersports – and there are 
plenty of companies around Torquay who 
are only too happy to help you get out in 
the ocean, whether you want to go surfing, 
paddleboarding, kayaking or coasteering.

NIGHT TIME ENTERTAINMENT
Devon’s English Riviera has a vibrant night 
scene offering fine British seaside pursuits 
as well as some really great pubs, clubs 
and eateries. It has become very popular 
in recent years as many venues open up to 
provide lively nightlife for all tastes.

TORQUAY
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TORRE
ABBEY

TORQUAY

TO BRIXHAM

TO DARTMOUTH

• SEA TRAIN ADVENTURE

• DARTMOUTH DAY CRUISE

• WESTERN LADY FERRIES  
TO BRIXHAM

• DART DELIGHT CRUISE  
(ask at kiosks for details)

• ROUND ROBIN  
(via bus)

• STEAM & CRUISE 
 (via bus)

ALL TICKETS AVAILABLE 
FROM THE WESTERN  
LADY KIOSK

TRIPS FROM 
TORQUAY

29

TORQUAY

Sculpture of Agatha Christie by Elisabeth Hadley, 
featuring her with her dog Peter and located in the 

new harbourside plaza (unveiled April 2025)
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Dartmouth  
      DAY CRUISE 
The Dartmouth Day Cruise offers a great day out in this beautiful, historical 
coastal town. On the way you will take in glorious views of the rugged South 
Devon coastline and maybe spot some dolphins and seals en route!

Your sea adventure starts at 10.30 in 
Torquay, close to the Western Lady Sales 
kiosk and where the ferry departs. Take in 
the uninterrupted views of the Bay as you 
journey towards Dartmouth via Brixham  
and keep your eyes peeled for the occasional 
dolphin, porpoise and all manner of sea birds. 

Passengers board at Brixham at 11.10 giving 
you the chance to see how pretty the port is, 
and possibly whet your appetite to return.
Continuing the journey to Dartmouth, you 

• Day Cruise  
• 1st April to 30th September (on selected dates)

• Departs Torquay 10:30 
• Departs Brixham 11:10

• Returns from Dartmouth 15:00 
• Arrives Torquay at approx 17:00

 

will view Berry Head lighthouse, which was 
built in 1906, at the end of the headland. 
The light has a range of 19 nautical 
miles giving a double white flash every 
15 seconds. Berry Head is reputedly the 
shortest lighthouse in Great Britain, but 
also one of the highest, being only five 
metres tall, but 58 metres above mean sea 
level. When you pass the Mewstone the 
voyage is almost over and you will head 
inland.The Daymark stands proud leading 
the way to the entrance of the River Dart 
and this reveals itself with Dartmouth and 
Kingswear Castles guarding entry to the 
beautiful port beyond.

Arrival in Dartmouth will be just before 
lunchtime so relax and enjoy some 
Dartmouth hospitality, try your hand at 
crabbing or take a walk to Dartmouth
Castle, you’re spoilt for choice! 15:00 is 
the departure time for the return cruise 
which will land at Brixham first and then 
appoximately 17:15 in Torquay. You can 
always upgrade later during the day and 
take the steam train and Stagecoach bus 
back to Torquay or Brixham if you’d like to 
see more of the stunning scenery. 

TORQUAY

PLEASE NOTE: Weather and sea conditions 
dependent, please check on the day by calling 
the Western Lady Ferry office on 01803 293797

See Torquay leaflet 

DARTMOUTH DAY CRUISE PRICES
ADULT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £19.50   
CHILD (3-15YRS)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £13.75 
FAMILY (2 AD+3 CH)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £58.00

Under £15.00 booking fee of £2.00 charged
Over £15.01 booking fee of £4.00 charged
Booking fees are non-refundable



 

The popular Sea Train Adventure gives you a spectacular day out – coast, 
countryside and culture! You will sail out to Dartmouth on one of our fleet of boats 
from Torquay or Brixham and return on the historical steam train to Paignton 
followed by a Stagecoach bus for the last leg of your journey.

This all day ticket provides a beautiful 
coastal voyage across Torbay and around 
Berry Head to Dartmouth – enjoy time 
ashore here for a spot of lunch or shopping.
The journey continues with a short 
passenger ferry crossing to Kingswear and 
then a 25mins steam train to Paignton 
followed by a bus journey back to Torquay 
or Brixham on a Stagecoach bus (fare not 

included in ticket price). You can travel in either 
direction i.e. boat trip first or train ride first.

On your journey on the boat you will enjoy 
an informative (and sometimes amusing) 
commentary, there are covered deck and 
sundeck areas and there is a licensed bar 
that also serves tea, coffee and soft  
drinks, etc. 

• 1st April to 30th September (on selected dates)
• Sea Voyage Torquay – Dartmouth
• Steam Train Kingswear – Paignton

• Departs Torquay 10.30 (close to Western Lady kiosk)
• Departs Brixham 11:10
• Arrives Dartmouth 12:15

• Return to Paignton (via passenger ferry to 
Kingswear) via Steam Train (dependent on 
timetables) 

• Return bus from Paignton to Torquay or Brixham 
Stagecoach 12 bus until 19:00 (at additional cost)

SEA TRAIN 
        ADVENTURE 

TORQUAY

3332

PLEASE NOTE: Weather and sea conditions 
dependent, please call the Western Lady Ferry office 
on the day on 01803 293797

SEA TRAIN ADVENTURE PRICES
ADULT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £32.00  
CHILD (3-15YRS)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £19.00
FAMILY (2 AD+3 CH)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . £95.00

Under £15.00 booking fee of £2.00 charged
Over £15.01 booking fee of £4.00 charged
Booking fees are non-refundable
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TORQUAY

With our Waves Leisure
Pool and Slide, and our
RivAir X-Treme Air
inflatable

Two A�ractions,
one Epic Day Out!

Book your spaces online up
to two weeks in advance! 

01803 299992

DARTMOUTH
TO TOTNES

THE QUEEN OF CRUISES

Call us now on 01803 555872 www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

DARTMOUTH     •     TOTNES     •     DARTMOUTH

ROOM FOR NEW 1/2 PAGE  AD



TORQUAY
TQ2 5EQ

PAIGNTON 
STATION 

SHOP & CAFE
TQ4 6AF

BRIXHAM
TQ5 8AA

KINGSWEAR
STATION

& VISITOR CENTRE
TQ6 0AA

DARTMOUTH
TQ6 9BH

DITTISHAM
LANDING

TOTNES
STEAMER QUAY

TQ9 5AL

DARTMOUTH STEAM RAILWAY 20-25mins

FOOT PASSENGER FERRY 5mins 
(allow 30mins for connections)
DARTMOUTH RIVER CRUISE approx 1hr 
Kingswear Castle & the Dart Explorer operate on this route

DARTMOUTH – TOTNES RIVER CRUISE 1hr 30mins 

Round Robin Bus  Allow 30mins Paignton – Totnes 

BRIXHAM  – TORQUAY FERRY 30mins 
The Western Lady operates this route

TORQUAY – BRIXHAM – DARTMOUTH SEA VOYAGE 
Stand alone trip or part of a combined ticket 

KINGSWEAR – DARTMOUTH 
PASSENGER FERRY  

The Dartmouth Princess 
and Kingswear Princess 

are the passenger ferries 
across the River Dart 
linking the end of the 

railway at Kingswear with 
delightful Dartmouth, the 
starting point of many of  

our cruises.

         DARTMOUTH STEAM RAILWAY & RIVER BOAT COMPANY                      T. 01803 555872   www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk
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STUNNING SOUTH DEVON     – by steam train, bus and boat…
We are very proud of our fleet of boats and steam trains which all provide 
undercover seating, toilets and refreshments (aboard the boats and at both 
train stations). An entertaining and informative commentary is provided on 
our cruises. Our sea cruises are dependent on weather and sea conditions, 
so please check by phone on the morning of departure.
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Exeter is the capital of Devon and is full of character and history. There is of course 
the obligatory shopping experience with a mix of high street brands and more 
independent stylish boutiques and shops. The City’s life and skyline are influenced 
by the iconic Norman cathedral at the heart of the city.

No trip to the City is complete without a visit 
to the Exeter Quayside! There is walking, 
cycling, and boating for the more lively 
among you, or just enjoy a relaxing pint 
from one of the great pubs by the water’s 
edge. Some of the warehouse buildings 
date back to the time of Charles II. 

MEDIEVAL CITY
Unusually, there is also a great opportunity 
to see the city from a different perspective 
by taking a tour of the famous medieval 

vaulted passageways. Shoppers and visitors 
to the busy city centre are oblivious to the 
Underground Passages network of tunnels 
running beneath their feet! The unique 
medieval subterranean aqueducts were 
built in the 14th century to provide the 
city with a constant supply of fresh water 
from springs outside the walls. The water 
travelled through lead pipes and, as these 
pipes would sometimes spring leaks, the 
passages were constructed to avoid having 
to dig them up when they leaked. 

EXETER cathedral city and
county town of Devon 
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EXETER

Exeter Quay's (left) history 
spans from prehistoric 
origins to a bustling 
medieval port and was 
revived by the 1560's Exeter 
Ship Canal (Britain's first). 
The Quay thrived on wool 
exports and housed custom 
houses and warehouses. 
Its commercial peak ended 
with the railways in mid-
1800’s, transforming it into 
the popular recreational 
and cultural hub it is today.

The area of Cathedral Close, Exeter (above) has 
been in the centre of Exeter since Roman times when 
there was a basilica and a bath house in the area. A 
church was established here by the 7th century 
when Saint Boniface came from Crediton to study. 
The area was walled after 1283 and 7 gates into the 
yard were created to form Cathedral Close. 

TOPSHAM
Further down the Exe estuary before 
reaching Exmouth you’ll find the quaint and 
historic village of Topsham. With beautiful 
Georgian and Tudor houses it’s a real taste 
of a quintessential English village with a 
nautical feel. There are fine river walks and 
some really characterful shops and eateries.
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PLYMOUTH vibrant 
ocean city 

Plymouth is an historic city with very strong naval traditions and ties - its naval 
importance led to its being heavily bombed during World War II. The city suffered 
immense damage (the city centre and the port areas were almost completely 
destroyed) and it was described as the worst-bombed city in the UK. 

The area known as the Barbican escaped 
major damage and the buildings here 
still remind you of the naval heritage of 
Plymouth with its narrow cobbled streets 
and oddly shaped warehouse buildings 
(many Tudor and Jacobean) that are 
squeezed into the shelter of the 17th 
century Citadel (which is still home to an 
operational military establishment today). 
The area is also home to the famous 
Plymouth Gin distillery and the National 
Marine Aquarium.

PLYMOUTH

The Hoe houses the famous red and white 
striped Smeaton’s Tower lighthouse (above) 
plus the art deco Tinside Lido which has 
stunning views out to sea from the Grade II 
listed saltwater pool which is open during 
the summer months.

Overlooking the sea on the Hoe near to the 
green where, legend has it, Francis Drake 
finished his game of bowls before heading 
out to defeat the Spanish Armada in 1588, is 
a statue of Drake - audacious explorer and 
local hero. Each August the Hoe plays host 
over two evenings to the British Fireworks 
Championships. A sight to behold and 
highly recommended!

The Royal William Yard, found in the 
Stonehouse region of Plymouth, is situated 
in and around the Grade I Listed former 
Royal Naval victualling buildings. It is an 

impressive site with restaurants,  
museums, art galleries & studios, wine 
lounge and even an artisan bakery. You 
will find spectacular views looking out 
directly onto the water. One overlooks the 
Basin (Royal William Yard’s interior dock) 
while others look out onto the Hamoaze, 
the estuary of the tidal River Tamar. More 
recently developers have opened up Royal 
William Yard to the public and brought life 
back into the old buildings with a mixture of 
apartments, offices, retail and leisure space. 

Lesser known but still a great place to visit 
is Cawsand village, which can be reached 
by ferry. The three-mile bay of Cawsand 
(and Kingsand) sit across the Tamar from 
Plymouth and offer sheltered beaches with 
views out over the world famous Plymouth 
Sound, an important centre of trade from as 
early as the Iron Age.

 View of Plymouth Hoe
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PAIGNTON great fun for all  
the family!  

The town’s name is derived from Paega’s town, the original celtic settlement. 
Today, Paignton is a bustling, vibrant resort with a Victorian Pier, great variety of 
shops, restaurants and, of course, the terminal of the Dartmouth Steam Railway 
with a fine café and gift shop which is full of unusual and exciting gifts for you to 
take home.

Paignton has a long stretch of beautiful 
and easily accessible beachfront with a 
traditional promenade and green. It’s a 
superb holiday haven for everyone from 
fun-seeking families to those looking for 
romantic or activity breaks.  

There’s plenty to do here all-year-round 
with a huge number of indoor and outdoor 
attractions – and it’s dog friendly too! 
You’ll find people beachcombing for shells 
and stones with hours of fun for the kids – 
they just love it!

PAIGNTON HARBOUR
Don’t miss Devon’s 18th century Paignton 
Harbour, a real maritime gem with a bevy 
of boats, a historic harbour wall plus 
delightful restaurants and cafes where you 
can sample the famous local fish or try 
some local tapas.  

This is England’s Seafood Coast with 
delicious fresh fish coming in daily from 
nearby Brixham. Tucked away behind 
Paignton Harbour is Fairy Cove a hidden 
Devon beach to discover. 

GOODRINGTON SANDS & BROADSANDS
A spectacular long, sandy beach, with a Blue 
Flag Award, safe swimming conditions and 
loads of great activities, this family friendly 

beach promises to keep the kids happy 
whatever the weather, boasting  many family 
attractions including Splashdown Quaywest 
and the Seashore Centre between Paignton 
and Brixham. Broadsands is another long 
and beautiful sandy beach that the whole 
family can enjoy together, with parkland 
directly behind it.

PARKS AND GARDENS
Youngs Park at nearby Goodrington is a 
natural habitat for swans, geese and wild 
birds and is perfect for family picnics with 
children of all ages, plus the family dog. 
Enjoy the Boating Lake (where model boat 
enthusiasts are often seen launching their 
treasures), have a go at crazy golf and enjoy 
some delightful walks in the parkland.

PAIGNTON
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PAIGNTON

PAIGNTON

STEAM TRAINS
Enjoy a day out on the steam train, which 
takes you on a picturesque voyage of 
discovery along beautiful coves and 
beaches, over historic viaducts and alongside  
the stunning River Dart to Kingswear.  

The award winning Round Robin Trip starts 
from Paignton on a steam train, taking you 
to Dartmouth, via Kingswear, then by boat 
onto Totnes, returning to Paignton on a bus.
There are various options and plenty of time 
to explore the various destinations. For full 
details see pages 6-9.
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• ROUND ROBIN
• STEAM & CRUISE
• STEAM TRAINS TO DARTMOUTH 

(including Kingswear Ferry)
• ROUND ROBIN BUS TO TOTNES
• Bus to Torquay
• Bus to Brixham

TRIPS FROM PAIGNTON
FANTASTIC

FLUME RIDES
RIGHT BY 

THE BEACH

01803 555550                                                                                                           

info@splashdownquaywest.co.uk

   Goodrington Sands, Paignton, Devon TQ4 6LN

SSeeee  oouurr  WWEEBBSSIITTEEffoorr  ooppeenniinngg  ttiimmeess

OONNLLIINNEE  

BBOOOOKKNNGG

EESSSSEENNTTIIAALL
ONLINE 

BOOKNG

ESSENTIAL

TTHHEE  UUKK’’ssBBIIGGGGEESSTTOOUUTTDDOOOORRWWAATTEERRPPAARRKK

THE UK’sBBIIGGGGEESSTT  OOUUTTDDOOOORR  WATERPARK  

HHEEAATTEEDD  

WWAATTEERR
HEATED 

WATER

See our WEBSITEfor opening times

www.splashdownwaterparks.co.uk

Get ready for the 2026 summer season!
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The Steam & Cruise excursion is highly popular and is the perfect day out for 
families as it provides ultimate flexibility – you decide which train and which 
cruise to take!

First, you’ll catch the steam train from 
Paignton to Kingswear, then cross the river 
on our foot passenger ferry to Dartmouth.
You then board one of our boats for a 
circular river cruise (approximately 1 hour 
duration). Alternatively, enjoy the delights 
of Dartmouth for an hour or so before 
catching the cruise at a time to suit you. 

Return to Paignton is via passenger ferry 
and steam train. You might also want 

to consider upgrading your steam train 
journey by travelling First Class in the Devon 
Belle observation car (for an additional 
sum), to put the icing on a truly memorable 
experience

STEAM TRAIN HIGHLIGHTS 
You will observe the most spectacular views 
of the superb coastline and countryside, 
the viaducts, Greenway tunnel and the Dart 
estuary as you travel along the waters edge 

STEAM TRAIN  
         & CRUISE 
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• Steam train Paignton-Kingswear, and return
• 5min Ferry Kingswear – Dartmouth
• Approx 1hr River Cruise starting & ending 

Dartmouth. Boats depart Dartmouth @ 11.15, 
12.30, 13.45 & 15.30.

• See train timetable Page 72

PAIGNTON

as you approach Kingswear Station (dating 
from 1864 which stands out as a genuine 
GWR example)

RIVER CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS
This relaxing cruise starts and ends in 
Dartmouth and you will view Bayards 
Cove, Warfleet Creek, both Kingswear and 
Dartmouth Castles, Britannia Royal Naval 
College, Dittisham Village (with its fine 
example of a Devon long house), Noss 
boatyard, Sir Walter Raleigh’s Boathouse, 
Greenway House, home to the late Dame 
Agatha Christie. Commentary is provided.

STEAM TRAIN & CRUISE PRICES
ADULT  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £36.50 
CHILD (3-15YRS)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £25.00
FAMILY (2 AD+3 CH)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £115.00

Under £15.00 booking fee of £2.00 charged
Over £15.01 booking fee of £4.00 charged
Booking fees are non-refundable
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PAIGNTON

To find out more about holiday home ownership,
call 01803 696276

visit hoburne.com/ownership
Devon Bay by Hoburne, Grange Court, Grange Road,  

Goodrington, Paignton, Devon TQ4 7JP
Hoburne Limited. Registered Office: 10 Hoburne Lane, Christchurch, Dorset, England. BH23 4HP. Company Number: 1102096.

Here’s what you and your family can look forward to at Hoburne Devon Bay

� 12 member passes to use all on-park facilities
� Access to exclusive Owner events

� Heated indoor and outdoor pools, sauna, fitness suite and steam room
� Restaurant and café

� Clubhouse with entertainment (seasonal)
� 11 month season

� Owner Reward Card.

FREE 2026 pitch fees on selected caravans

Pre-owned starting from

£19,995
Brand new starting from

£39,995

We’d love to 
welcome you to 

Hoburne Devon Bay

Sublet your holiday home through our managed letting 
service, to help towards your running costs*

*Terms & conditions apply
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PAIGNTON

FFiinndd  uuss  ooppppoossiittee  PPaaiiggnnttoonn  ssttaattiioonn    
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PAIGNTON 2026PAIGNTON 2026
The Original and Multi Award-winning

Christmas
Train of Lights

01803 555872
www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

PAIGNTON

Experience the
Magic of Theatre
in South Devon

THEATRE

In the heart of Paignton, the Palace Theatre
brings you a world of live entertainment.

With a 380-seat auditorium, welcoming café and bar, and a programme 
bursting with ballet, opera, touring plays, live tribute bands, inspiring 
speakers, comedies, musicals, variety and children’s shows...
there’s something for everyone!

View our full programme of events at
palacetheatrepaignton.co.uk       01803 665800

BEER & TRAINS
Right by the rails always 
on track for good times!

Rotating taps featuring the best of UK indie breweries – 
from sours to stouts and everything in between

CRAFT BEER • QUALITY FOOD • LAID BACK VIBES

The Upside Bar  
Victoria Street 
Paignton

Find your next 
favourite pint!
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PAIGNTON
01803 555872    www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

THE CHRISTMAS
TRAIN OF LIGHTS

     TRAIN OF LIGHTS

Our 2026 Christmas Train of Lights  
planning is already underway! Your 
spectacular illuminated journey starts at 
Queen’s Park Station, Paignton, where 
our train with vintage carriages awaits 
you - decorated with thousands of lights 
both inside and out. So just settle back 
into your seat and enjoy the ride! The 
full experience will begin at Churston 
Station and will reveal wonderful displays 
(some new for 2026) at various locations 
along this fantastic line to Dartmouth. 
The outward journey ends as you leave 
the forest to be greeted by the twinkling 
lights of Dartmouth reflected on the river 

Dart. After a turnaround at Kingswear, 
and an opportunity to disembark and take 
photographs from the platform, you will be 
on your way back to Paignton to experience 
the spectacle from the other direction. We 
can’t reveal too much but suffice to say the 
team are all incredibly excited to share the 
2026 event with you all.

Previous years sold out quickly so buy your 
tickets when they go on sale. The Train 
of Lights is a fully ticketed event and with 
allocated seating so pre-booking is essential. 
Sorry, only registered disability assistance 
dogs allowed.

PAIGNTON
01803 555872    www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

THE CHRISTMAS
TRAIN OF LIGHTS

In 2018 we proudly presented the hugely successful and world’s first steam Christmas 
Train of Lights - and our subsequent shows have been bigger and better still!! 

PAIGNTON
01803 555872    www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

THE CHRISTMAS
TRAIN OF LIGHTS

Checkout the website for more details… dartmouthrailriver.co.uk
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landscoveholidays.co.uk | Brixham | TQ5 9EP

Boasting uninterrupted views 
across St Mary’s Bay

LANDSCOVE
Holiday Park
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Ghostly Devon

A lot of old properties are said to be haunted - The Palace Theatre in Paignton,  
Bowden House near Totnes, Braunton Museum, and, of course, Churston Court –  

to name but a few. 

Then there are the haunted pubs – the Tower at Slapton, the Pilchard on Burgh Island, 
and the Kingsbridge Inn at Totnes.

And, there's a clear Number One in the Devon ghosts chart: Berry Pomeroy Castle. 
There have been reports of hearing gunfire and muskets going off and two female 

ghosts are said to haunt the castle: the White Lady, and the Blue Lady. Witnesses have 
told of The Blue Lady beckoning for help, enticing them to her tower. If they go to her, 
it is said they fall to their death. She is thought to have been the daughter of a Norman 

lord and is said to wander the dungeons mourning the loss of her baby. The White 
Lady, said to be the spirit of Margaret Pomeroy, is claimed to haunt the dungeons, 

having been imprisoned there by her sister, who was jealous of her beauty. The castle 
has appeared in a BBC Timewatch documentary "White Slaves and Pirate Gold".
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There are loads of spooky ghost stories in Devon.  
These stories are as eerie and mysterious as the windswept moorland, 

wild shorelines and rugged landscapes from which they derive. 

AWARD WINNING
Pub Restaurant 

Locally sourced food & drink  
Great Menu & fantastic  

Sunday Lunch
 Newton Road, Littlehempston, 

Totnes TQ9 6LT  
(A381 between Totnes & Newton Abbot)
E. thepigandwhistle_bar@yahoo.com

T. 01803 863 733

thepigandwhistle.co.uk

PUB AWARD RESTAURANT AWARD

www.therailwayinnbrixham.co.uk

Dartmouth Road • Churston Ferrers  
Brixham TQ5 0LL
T. 01803 844702    

E. therailwayinn_bar@yahoo.com 

AWARD WINNING RESTAURANT  
Large Restaurant & Bar Areas

✴ Locally sourced Food & Drink✴

Sunday Lunch Served All Day
✴ Stunning Beer Garden✴ 

Bar Open All Day
✴ Large Car Park ✴ 

Find us at:
The Ferry Landing 

Lifeboat Lane
Teignmouth

Devon

Come and see our huge range of 
new and vintage badges.

Just look or buy, they’re all for sale.
IDEAL GIFTS.

Military Dog Tags embossed with
your details.

Buckets, spades, crablines,
nets, bait.

Sailing times, history and souvenirs 
for the historic

Teignmouth Shaldon Ferry
available here.

          Please check for opening times    
        Greg Allen - 07940 503314



5958

BRIXHAM fishing mecca of  
South Devon

Having been the star of the Sky Atlantic television programme “Fish Town”, where 
we got to learn the daily goings on of many of the local residents and eccentrics, 
Brixham has enjoyed a boost in visitor numbers. And rightly so, as Brixham is still a 
working fishing port with a bustling and friendly atmosphere.

Brixham is one of England’s most historic 
and finest fishing ports, with a thriving 
fishing industry and natural harbour full 
of character and charm. Originally a Saxon 
settlement, Brixham was the landing place 
of William of Orange during the Glorious 
Revolution, which is why many of the town’s 
inhabitants have Dutch surnames. 

The list of things to do in Brixham is a long 
one! There is the England’s Seafood Feast 
(held in September) celebrating fantastic 
English Riviera seafood, the world-famous 
Brixham Fish Market, both spring and 
autumn walking festivals, boat trips and 
many more. The Pirate Festival weekend 
(held in May) is a swashbuckling mix of 

seaside shenanigans and pirate-themed fun 
for all the family. 
 
FOOD AND DRINK
Being a fishing port, you can expect a 
good choice of seafood restaurants in the 
Brixham area, while if you’re self catering 
then the excellent range of fishmongers, 
butchers and greengrocers supplying local 
produce will enable you to rustle up some 
very tasty dishes of your own from South 
Devon’s finest food.

THE FAMOUS BRIXHAM FISH MARKET 
The market started in the late 1800s with the
catch landed on the Old Fish Market Quay.
The market has benefitted from a recent
major modernisation resulting in a state of
the art market and includes a new quay.

Brixham fish is well known across Europe for
its quality seafood with large export 
contracts – and it is famous for landing the 
largest catch in the country!

There are a variety of fishing boats in the 
fleet, with larger beam trawlers which go 
to sea for 7 – 10 days, catching the majority 
of prime fish i.e. sole, turbot, brill, plaice, 
monkfish and scallops. (And cuttlefish 
in the winter – very popular in Italy!) The 
smaller day boat fleet catches a variety of 
fish, mostly red mullet, squid, sea bass, 
mackerel, cod and lemon sole.The fish is 
landed on a daily basis and is very popular 
because of its freshness and high quality, 
making Brixham the top earning port of 
England and Wales. Treat yourself to the best 
fish dishes around, you’ll be very glad you did! 

BRIXHAM



• SEA TRAIN ADVENTURE
• DARTMOUTH DAY CRUISE
• WESTERN LADY FERRIES TO TORQUAY
• Stagecoach Service 12 bus to Paignton 

and Torquay
• Evening Cruises & Fishing Trips  

arranged
• Wildlife Cruises (PPC)

ALL TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM  
WESTERN LADY KIOSK T: 01803 852041

6160

Brixham Trawlers 
These wooden, deep-sea fishing 
vessels were first built in Brixham 
in the 19th century and renowned 
for their high speed. The design 
was copied by others and some 
were sold to fishing communities 
on the North Sea.
Brixham Breakwater Lighthouse 
The breakwater, 1.8km in length, 
was built to protect the large 
harbour of Brixham. Started in 
1843, it was finally completed in 
1916 with the lighthouse marking 
the entrance to the harbour.
The Western Lady Kiosk 
Purchase your tickets for ferry 
trips to Torquay plus sea trips to 
Dartmouth – and more!

BRIXHAM

BREAKWATER BEACH

TO DARTMOUTH

FORE STREET

WESTERN LADY KIOSKS

MARKET
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TRIPS FROM BRIXHAM

BRIXHAM

Brixham Pirate Festival  
will take place on  
2, 3 & 4 May 2026 

brixhampiratesfestival.com



by Alex Foley & Doug Oakes of the Guardhouse Café

EXPLORING OUR STUNNING COASTLINE 

BRIXHAM

'This coast is special. It’s 
a place to slow down, 

breathe deeply, and soak 
in the timeless rhythms  

of sea and sky.'

Alex Foley 

The Guardhouse Café

The stretch of coast between Brixham and Dartmouth is one of South Devon’s 
most captivating landscapes—a blend of rugged natural beauty, charming seaside 
culture, and rich maritime heritage. For visitors, it offers an unforgettable mix of 
coastal walks, hidden coves, wildlife encounters, and postcard-worthy views.

Berry Head National Nature Reserve, 
the southern tip of the English Riviera, is 
home to dramatic limestone cliffs, rare 
wildlife, and two historic Napoleonic forts. 
Its lighthouse – the shortest and one of 
the highest in Britain –  has sweeping sea 
views, and is a great spot to see porpoise, 
dolphins, occasionally even a whale! Our 
award-winning cafe is situated in the 
fort’s old Guardhouse, open all year for 
breakfasts, lunches and cream teas. The 

nature reserve is very popular with families 
and dog owners but beware of the drop off 
the cliffs.

Keen walkers will find terrific options along 
the wonderful South West Coast Path, for 
all ages and abilities. As well as Berry Head 
there are car parks near the beautiful NT 
property Coleton Fishacre, allowing round 
walks with a mile or three by the sea. Or 
walk the whole (strenuous!) stretch and get 

the bus between Kingswear and Brixham. 
You’ll be treated to panoramic sea views, 
headlands carpeted with wildflowers in 
spring and summer, and excellent wildlife 
spotting such as seals basking on offshore 
rocks or gannets diving spectacularly for fish. 

Along this route are two fabulous secluded 
beaches: Mansands and Scabbacombe. Both 
are well off the beaten track and require a 
mile walking from their car parks, but what 
a reward for those who make the effort! 
These hidden coves feel wonderfully remote, 
offering golden sands, turquoise waters, and 
excellent opportunities for swimming.

As the coastpath winds southwest, the 
landscape becomes increasingly dramatic, 

with rolling green hills dipping toward rocky 
shorelines. Eventually you’ll approach the 
entrance to the River Dart, one of the most 
picturesque estuaries in the UK. Nestled 
just inside the mouth of the estuary are 
Kingswear and Dartmouth, a beautiful town 
steeped in maritime tradition and well worth 
a visit. Visit Dartmouth Castle, perched 
above the river mouth, or eat fish and chips 
on the riverside. 

When weather permits, there are a number 
of boat cruise options offering unique 
perspectives on this stretch of coast & the 
Dart estuary – see pages 32 & 33.

This coast is special. It’s a place to slow 
down, breathe deeply, and soak in the 
timeless rhythms of sea and sky. 

62 63
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House of Marbles, Pottery Road, Bovey Tracey, TQ13 9DS
Call: 01626 835285 Email: enquiries@houseofmarbles.com visit.houseofmarbles.com

No

Admission

Fee & Free

Parking!

Glassworks

Workshops
Restaurant

Shopping

Games Garden

Museums

A peaceful park with breathtaking 
panoramic views

rivierabay.co.uk | Brixham | TQ5 9EJ
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A twice-weekly market of antiques, musical instruments, 
second-hand books and local organically produced 
products is a must, as well as exploring the many historic 
corners of this fascinating town. Why not take a relaxing 
stroll along the river and watch the rowers and other 
sailing vessels go by – a very pleasant way to spend an 
hour or two.

HISTORICAL TOTNES
As you wander up Fore Street you pass under East Gate 
Arch, rebuilt after the famous fire of 1990. The museum, 
built in 1575, is also a study centre for local and family 
history. Castle Street leads you to Totnes Castle, perched 
on a hill and dominating the town, from the top you can 
enjoy fabulous views across Totnes and beyond. Keep a 
look out for the Brutus Stone in the main shopping street. 
“Here I stand and here I rest, and this good town shall be 
called Totnes”. These are the words with which Totnes 
is said to have been founded by Brutus the Trojan while 
standing on Fore Street’s easily missed granite landmark.

STEAMER QUAY
Sitting on the banks of the River Dart looking directly out 
across the water to Vire Island and Steamer Quay. Being 
just a short walk to Fore Street this is arguably one of 
the best spots in Totnes for an al fresco lunch watching 
the world bob by. Catch your cruise to Dartmouth from 
Steamer Quay too.

TOTNES

TOTNES historic  
yet funky!

Quirky Totnes is a small market town with a 
fascinating history and culture in the heart of 
beautiful South Devon. Surrounded by stunning 
countryside and set on the River Dart, Totnes is a 
charming place to visit. It is a truly wonderful town 
with independent shops of all kinds and heaps of 
pubs, coffee shops, cafés & restaurants to choose 
from for a pit stop. The town has been consistently 
named in the "World’s Funkiest Town" list!
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Totnes Map 
Find the best way to explore 
the town and make the 
most of your visit.

Totnes Steamer Quay 
A beautiful area of Totnes 
where you can catch a 
cruise down the river to 
Dartmouth or just enjoy the 
tranquil atmosphere.  
Take a packed lunch and 
enjoy it sitting on Vire Island 
which has wonderful views 
of the river.

TOTNES

TOTNES 
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PARK

FO
RE

 S
TR

EE
T

WESTERN-BY-PA
SS A

381

MARKET

H
IG

H
 S

TR
EE

T

ST
AT

IO
N

 R
D

 A
35

8

RIVER DART

NEWTON RD A381
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• TOTNES TO DARTMOUTH River Cruise
• ROUND ROBIN starts here by either a  

bus ride OR boat trip
• Stagecoach Service 80
• Buses to Paignton, Torquay, Exeter, 

Plymouth and Salcombe
• Mainline Train Station

TRIPS FROM TOTNES
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Totnes is located on the River Dart and the boat trip running between Totnes and 
Dartmouth is a South Devon classic. The 9-mile stretch of the river between Totnes 
and Dartmouth meanders through some of the best countryside that Devon can offer. 

Head down to Totnes Steamer Quay if 
you’re staying in Totnes. There’s plenty of 
parking down on the quay if you’re driving 
from other areas of South Devon. Book 
tickets at the kiosk. If you’re starting in 
Dartmouth make your way to the kiosk at 
the town pontoon and find out details and 
buy your tickets.

This 90-minute cruise is one of the finest river 
cruises you can take anywhere in the country  

Sit back and relax as you pass the home of 
Dame Agatha Christie (the Greenway Estate, 
now managed by the National Trust) and 
the pretty villages of Dittisham, Galmpton, 
Stoke Gabriel and Duncannon plus the 
beautiful Sharpham Estate. Kingfishers, 
egrets, herons and seals are often spotted 
along the route. Dartmouth harbour has 
been known to have dolphins visit and seals 
can often be spotted hauled up onto boat 
pontoons to rest and sunbathe!

• Approx 90min cruise (each way)
• Cruise can start from either Dartmouth or 

Totnes
• Please see timetable on pages 74-76

TOTNES TO DARTMOUTH  
    RIVER CRUISE 

Always informative, and often amusing, the 
commentary provided by the skipper has 
a knack of making an already great voyage 
into something that will stay long in the 
memory - they point out all the places of 
interest and tell you the stories behind the 
places (some of which are actually true!).
Our beautiful boats offer a very comfortable 
voyage with interior and exterior seating 
and a fully licensed bar (you are welcome 
to bring a picnic on board). Kingsfishers can 
sometimes be spotted darting into the river 
for fish - the famous blue and orange flash 
is a real joy to see.

TOTNES

TOTNES TO DARTMOUTH CRUISE PRICES

ADULT  RETURN .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £23.00 
CHILD (3-15YRS)  RETURN . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £17.00
FAMILY (2 AD+3 CH)  RETURN .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £72.00

ADULT SINGLE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £20.00 
CHILD (3-15YRS) SINGLE .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   £14.00
FAMILY (2 AD+3 CH) SINGLE  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  £60.00

Under £15.00 booking fee of £2.00 charged
Over £15.01 booking fee of £4.00 charged
Booking fees are non-refundable
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FEBRUARY
M T W T F S S

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28

MARCH
M T W T F S S
  1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22
23 24 25 26 27 28  29
30 31

MAY
M T W T F S S

 1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

APRIL
M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30

JUNE
M T W T F S S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

JULY
M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5
6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31

AUGUST
M T W T F S S

1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
31

SEPTEMBER
M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30

OCTOBER   
M T W T F S S

1 2 3 4
5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER
See our separate winter leaflet or our website 
for our winter and Christmas Train of Lights 

services.

2026 TIMETABLE & FARES

	 STEAM TRAINS

ADULT £24.50 • CHILD (3-15 YRS) £17.50 • FAM (2AD & 3CH) £75.00
PAIGNTON – DARTMOUTH RETURN FARES INCLUDING FERRY:

KINGSWEAR – DARTMOUTH FERRY
Ferry service every 15 mins, duration 5 mins, but you MUST allow 30 mins for connections between 

trains and boats on each side of the the River Dart

DARTMOUTH STEAM RAILWAY & RIVERBOAT Co 
01803 555872 www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

See website 
for details of 
Dartmouth  
Regatta

PAIGNTON 10.30 12.00 14.00 15.30
KINGSWEAR 10.55 12.25 14.25 15.55

KINGSWEAR 11.10 12.40 14.40 16.10
PAIGNTON 11.35 13.05 15.05 16.35

PAIGNTON 10.00 11.15 12.30 14.15 15.30 16:45
KINGSWEAR 10.25 11.40 12.55 14.40 15.55 17:05

KINGSWEAR 10.35 11.50 13.05 14.50 16.05 17.15
PAIGNTON 11.00 12.15 13.30 15.15 16.30 17.40

PAIGNTON 10.15 12.15 14.15 16.15
KINGSWEAR 10.40 12.40 14.40 16.40

KINGSWEAR 11.10 13.00 15.15 17.00
PAIGNTON 11.35 13.25 15.40 17.25

PAIGNTON 10.00 10.45 11.30 12.15 13.00 14.15 15.00 15.45 16.30
KINGSWEAR 10.25 11.10 11.55 12.40 13.25 14.40 15.25 16.10 16.55

KINGSWEAR 10.40 11.25 12.10 12.55 14.10 14.55 15.40 16.25 17.10
PAIGNTON 11.05 11.50 12.35 13.20 14.35 15.20 16.05 16.50 17.35

All trains stop at Paignton & Kingswear ONLY – there are NO intermediate stops
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WESTERN LADY TORQUAY - BRIXHAM FERRY Torbay Rd

Esplanade

Sands Rd

Dartmouth Rd
Goodrington

Rail
Station

Bus Station

Paignton
Zoo

Collaton
St Mary

PaigntonBlagdon
Blackpost
Lane

Bridgetown

Steamer Quay

Hospital

Coronation Rd

Totnes

Western Lady
TORQUAY TO BRIXHAM 

FERRY 

ROUND ROBIN BUS

	09:45
	10:15
	11:15
	11:45
	12:45
	13:45
	14:45
	15:30
	16:30

10:30
11.00
12:00
12:30
14:00
14:30
15:30
16:30
17:15

TO
RQ

UA
Y 

– B
RI

XH
AM

BR
IX

HA
M

  –
 TO

RQ
UA

Y 

WESTERN LADY FERRY

TIMETABLE

ROUND ROBIN BUS TOTNES – PAIGNTON
31st March – 29th October 2026. Note: The Round Robin Bus only runs on the days that the 

Dartmouth – Totnes River Cruise operates. Please see pages 74-76

DEPART PAIGNTON 	
BUS STATION 09:00 10.00 11.00 12.00 13.00 14.00 15.00 16.00 17.15

ARRIVE TOTNES	
STEAMER QUAY 09:20 10.20 11.20 12.20 13.20 14.20 15.20 16.20 17.35

            
DEPART TOTNES	
STEAMER QUAY 09.30 10.30 11.30 12.30 13.30 14.30 15.30 16.30 17.35

ARRIVE PAIGNTON	
BUS STATION 09.55 10.55 11.55 12.55 13.55 14.55  15.55 16.55 18.00

2 BOAT SERVICE

FERRY
SERVICE

88
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MAY SAILINGS

 
31 TUE 14:00 X 15:45 X

2 THU 8:30 15:00 10:15 16:45

4 SAT 9:30 15:45 11:15 17:20

5 SUN 10:00 16:00 11:45 17:35

7 TUE 10:00 16:30 11:45 18:05

9 THU 8:30 12:00 10:15 13:45

11 SAT 10:00 14:15 11:45 16:00

14 TUE 11:30 15:00 13:15 16:45

16 THU 14:00 X 15:45 X

18 SAT 8:45 15:15 10:30 17:00

21 TUE 10:00 16:45 11:45 18:20

23 THU 9:00 12:30 10:45 14:15

25 SAT 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

28 TUE 11:45 15:15 13:30 17:00

30 THU 14:00 X 15:45 X

RIVER DART  BOAT TRIPS

  
2 SAT 8:30 15:00 10:00 16:45

3 SUN 9:00 15:30 10:45 17:05

5 TUE 10:00 15:45 11:45 17:20

7 THU 7:55 11:15 9:30 13:00

9 SAT 9:15 12:45 11:00 14:30

12 TUE 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

14 THU 11:45 15:15 13:30 17:00

16 SAT 13:45 17:15 15:30 18:50

19 TUE 10:00 16:00 11:45 17:35

21 THU 8:15 11:45 10:00 13:30

23 SAT 10:00 13:45 11:45 15:30

24 SUN 10:00 14:15 11:45 16:00

26 TUE 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

28 THU 11:45 15:15 13:30 17:00

30 SAT 13:15 16:45 15:00 18:20

See Train Timetable on page 72 for dates relating to Key colours

We will endeavour to provide advertised services and 
events but reserve the right to make alterations and 

cancellations without prior notice. 

KEY TO BOAT TRIPS

FROM DARTMOUTH    FROM TOTNES FROM DARTMOUTH    FROM TOTNES

MARCH/APRIL SAILINGS
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TIMETABLES

JUNE SAILINGS

 
2 TUE 9:15 15:00 11:00 16:45

3 WED 9:45 15:30 11:30 17:05

4 THU 10:00 16:00 11:45 17:35

6 SAT 8:15 11:45 10:00 13:30

9 TUE 10:00 14:15 11:45 16:00

10 WED 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

11 THU 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

13 SAT 12:00 15:30 13:45 17:05

16 TUE 9:00 15:00 10:45 16:45

17 WED 9:45 16:00 11:30 17:35

18 THU 10:00 16:30 11:45 18:05

20 SAT 9:00 12:30 10:45 14:15

23 TUE 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

24 WED 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

25 THU 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

27 SAT 12:00 15:30 13:45 17:05

30 TUE 8:30 14:30 10:15 16:15

FROM DARTMOUTH     FROM TOTNES

JULY SAILINGS

 
1 WED 9:00 14:45 10:45 16:30

2 THU 9:45 15:15 11:30 17:00

4 SAT 10:00 16:15 11:45 17:50

7 TUE 9:15 12:45 11:00 14:30

8 WED 10:00 13:30 11:45 15:15

9 THU 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

11 SAT 10:30 14:30 12:15 16:15

14 TUE 8:00 14:30 9:45 16:15

15 WED 9:00 15:00 10:45 16:45

16 THU 9:45 16:00 11:30 17:35

18 SAT 7:55 11:15 9:30 13:00

21 TUE 9:30 13:00 11:15 14:45

22 WED 10:00 13:45 11:45 15:30

23 THU 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

25 SAT 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

26 SUN 11:15 14:45 13:00 16:30

27 MON 12:15 15:45 14:00 17:20

28 TUES 13:00 16:30 14:45 18:05

29 WED 8:00 14:30 9:45 16:15

30 THU 8:45 14:30 10:30 16:15

FROM DARTMOUTH    FROM TOTNES

 tel. 01803 555872dartmouthrailriver.co.uk
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tel. 01803 555872    www.dartmouthrailriver.co.uk

 
1 SAT 10:00 15:45 11:45 17:20

2 SUN 10:00 16:15 11:45 17:50

3 MON 10:00 16:45 11:45 18:20

4 TUES 8:15 11:45 10:00 13:30

5 WED 8:45 12:15 10:30 14:00

6 THU 9:30 13:00 11:15 14:45

8 SAT 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

9 SUN 10:15 14:30 12:00 16:15

10 MON 11:30 15:15 13:15 17:00

11 TUE 12:45 16:15 14:30 17:50

12 WED 7:55 14:30 9:30 16:15

13 THU 8:45 15:15 10:30 17:00

15 SAT 10:00 16:30 11:45 18:05

16 SUN 10:00 17:00 11:45 18:35

17 MON 7:55 11:15 9:30 13:00

18 TUE 8:25 11:45 10:00 13:30

19 WED 8:45 12:15 10:30 14:00

20 THU 9:15 12:45 11:00 14:30

22 SAT 10:00 13:30 11:45 15:15

23 SUN 10:00 14:30 11:45 16:15

24 MON 10:45 14:45 12:30 16:30

25 TUE 12:00 15:30 13:45 17:05

26 WED 12:45 16:15 14:30 17:50

27 THU 7:55 14:30 9:30 16:15

29 SAT 9:00 14:45 10:45 16:30

30 SUN 9:45 15:30 11:30 17:05

FROM DARTMOUTH    FROM TOTNES
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TIMETABLES

AUGUST SAILINGS SEPTEMBER SAILINGS

OCTOBER SAILINGS

 
1 TUE 10:00 16:30 11:45 18:05

2 WED 7:55 11:15 9:30 13:00

3 THU 8:15 11:45 10:00 13:30

5 SAT 10:00 13:45 11:45 15:30

8 TUE 11:30 15:00 13:15 16:45

9 WED 12:30 16:00 14:15 17:35

10 THU 7:55 14:00 9:30 15:45

12 SAT 8:30 15:30 10:15 17:05

15 TUE 10:00 16:30 11:45 18:05

17 THU 8:00 11:30 9:45 13:15

19 SAT 9:15 12:45 11:00 14:30

22 TUE 10:15 14:15 12:00 16:00

24 THU 12:15 15:45 14:00 17:20

26 SAT 8:00 14:15 9:45 16:00

29 TUE 9:45 15:45 11:30 17:20

FROM DARTMOUTH    FROM TOTNES

 
1 THU 10:00 X 11:45 X

6 TUE 10.00 14.00 11:45 15:35

8 THU 12.10 X 13:45 X

13 TUE 9.30 X 11:15 X

15 THU 10:00 X 11:45 X

20 TUE 10:00 14.30 11:45 16.05

22 THU 10.30 14.30 12:15 16.05

27 TUE 13.45 X 15.20 X

29 THU 9.15 X 10.50 X

          FROM DARTMOUTH    FROM TOTNES
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Exmouth and Exeter to Paignton – Advocet and Riveira Line
[Stations between Exmouth and Exeter Central are not shown]

The  timetable in this guide will  
go out of date, 

for up-to-date travel information go to: 

GWR.com
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Station accessibility
All of our stations are classified for their level of accessibility: 
Category A: This station has step-free access to all platforms
Category B: This station has a degree of step-free access to the platform, which 
may be in both directions or in one direction only.  
Check details on our website 
Category C: This station does not have zstep-free access to any platform
Full details can be found at GWR.com/PassengerAssist
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Exeter to Torbay
2026

G
reat W

estern Railw
ay – G

uide to train tim
es

For up to date travel 
inform

ation go to G
W

R.com
TIMETABLES

Travelling between Exeter Central and Exeter St Davids?
South Western Railway also run services between Exeter Central and Exeter 
St Davids. See their publicity for details: southwesternrailway.com

The  timetable in this guide will go out of date, 
for up-to-date travel information go to: gwr.com 

NOTES AND SYMBOLS

Bold 	 Through service
Light 	 Connecting service
Green 	Runs on certain days only, or has differences at  
	 some stations. Please check notes for details
XC	 Cross Country 	
	 Minimum time, in minutes, you need to allow  
	 between connecting services (this is only shown  
	 at stations where this differs from the standard  
	 5 minute allowance)
	 Heritage railway connection. Operating days vary
	 PlusBus available.  Visit plusb us. info 
	 Intercity Express (IET) train. First Class  
             accommodation & seat reservations available
	 Voyager train. First Class accommodation and  
	 seat reservations are available.

	 Seat reservations recommended
	 A trolley service of drinks and snacks is  
	 available for all or part of the journey
	 Continued in a later column
	 Continued from an earlier column
a 	 Arrival time
d 	 Departure time
p 	 Previous night
px 	 Previous night. Stops on request only
x 	 Stops on request. Please tell the  
	 Conductor if  you wish to leave.  
	 Signal to  Driver if you wish to board
FO 	 Fridays only
MX 	 Not Mondays
TSM 	 Tuesday to Saturday mornings

V
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SPaignton to Exeter and Exmouth – Advocet and Riveira Line
[Stations between Exeter Central and Exmouth are not shown]
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SPassenger Assist
You can arrange help, check station accessibility, buy a ticket and reserve a 
seat  on Freephone 0800 197 1329 or by text relay 18001 0800 197 1329  
(open 24 hours a day except 25 & 26 December Christmas Day & Boxing Day).

You may book assistance by completing the online booking form available on  
our website.

Penalty Fares

If you don’t have a 

valid ticket

 you may have to 

pay a Penalty Fare. 

Find out more at  

GWR.com/

revenueprotection

Exeter to Torbay
2026

G
reat W

estern Railw
ay – G

uide to train tim
es

For up to date travel 
inform

ation go to G
W

R.com
TIMETABLES
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Changes to published times
Improvement works may affect services, especially at weekends.  Services may 
also be different on public holidays. Always check your journey before you leave at  
GWR.com/check

Replacement buses
Animals, non-folding bikes, and large items of luggage can’t be taken on our buses. 
Assistance dogs can be taken.
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CASTLE CRUISE

THE UK'S ONLY COAL FIRED PADDLE STEAMER
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